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Fermer student Mickaela O'Neill - Photo Courtesy of Sheryl McAvoy

Studio #6 is Now Open! A Studio is Born

We would like to dispel the rumor that there’s a “new’” dancing studio
up the hill from Miller Marley. The truth is: It is new. But the studio
belongs to us. Say hello to Studio #6.

The wait is over. Ve are proud to say that after months of blood,
sweat and tears, Studio #6 is finally complete - all 3,150 square feet of it!
And now we can accommodate our growing student body.

We would like to take the opportunity to thank our familes for their
patience and understanding during the construction period.

As a token of our appreciation, the studio would like to offer those
students (who were members of a combined class) one class free-of-
charge for the Winter Quarter. Families may add one “new" class to their
child’s schedule. This offer applies only to “new” classes and will be in
effect from December |st through February 29th. Please call the studio
for more information.

If you were unable to attend the unveiling of Studio #6 at the Open
House held on November | | th, please stop by and check it out. The
studio is located in the row of businesses at the west end of the shopping
center.
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Saturday, June 2nd 201 |
Kansas City Music Hall

Studio Director, Brian McGinness and Shirley Marley toast
the opening of Miller Marley's newest addition, Studio #6.
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January 10 thru February 7 | 4pm to 8pm
Mention Miller Marley when placing
an order and the Disney troupe
will receive 15% of all sales.
Receipts must be saved and
turned in at the studio office.

Performance Companies The Miller Marley Entertainers
Fall Performance Schedule S Nigha e curtemy g 0 st et the sourry A

Miller Marley alumnus, Rod Roberts, is onboard as the Associate
. Choreographer for the production, This summer Red flew into town to
The MiniTainers share one of the show’s most popular numbers with the Entertainers.
September |6: Overland Park Sprint Center
. Rod Robert’s association with Ann McCroskey goes back a long way.

O : OB; ;l;bezuecf:haifenge Ele They danced together in the Entertainers as high schoolers and have

ctober 21: Oa gaiK - Larpenter tieineptaby since kept in touch.Ann had long wanted Rod to choreograph a dance

Halloween Haunted House for her and the oppeortunity finally presented itself when Rod offiered

to teach the original choreography from “Ugg-A-Wugg” to the
The Show Biz Performers Entertainers.

October 22: Shawnee Mission Park

ST g [ T B SR T @I @ 2 o 8 choreographer, Patti Colombo, who also gave her consent for the
October 29: Overland Park Clock Tower Entertainers to perform the number. This type of arrangement is

This was after Roberts obtained permission from Peter Pan

All Harr}‘r Hallows Eve virtually unheard of in the industry.

“Ugg-A-Wugg has been described by critics as “part ballet, part jazz
The TiniTainers dance and part Stomp percussion fest.” The Entertainers will perform

October 29: Overland Park Clock Tower the piece for the first time during Act One of the upcoming Disney
: | Preview Show.
All Harry Hallows Eve
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Broadway Jazz Showcases Student Choreography

Ann McCroskey’s Broadway Jazz classes now
offer a new and exciting perk. The students will
not only study musical theater style dancing but
also the art of choreography. On Broadway, the
resurgance of revival shows has brought about an
increasing demand for both dancers and
choreographers who are trained in traditional
jazz technique. Broadway Jazz introduces
students to theatrical style dancing reminiscent
of iconic Tony Award winning choreographers
that include Bob Fosse (Chicago), Michael Bennett
(A Chorus Line), Jerome Robbins (Westside Story)
and Gower Champion (Bye Bye Birdie).

Now Miller Marley’s Broadway Jazz students will
have the chance to spread their choreographic
wings under the tutelage of Ann McCroskey, one
of the most sought-after choreographers in the
city. “l am trying to offer another important
component in the dance education of my
students. | have found that many of our students
are asked to be choreographers or dance
captains so | wanted to be able to guide them in
this process,” Ann said.

Dance plays an integral part in the storyline of a
musical and it is incumbent upon the
choreographer to create dance numbers that
reflect the plot and the character development.
And, the choreographer’s vision, the mental image
of how the dance will look, is the guiding force
for the choreography.

Ann's Broadway Jazz students are trained dancers
and drew upon their backlog of performance
experience and overall dance history in creating
the choreography. Students Ally Smith and Kate

Bowling, both 12 years-old, were the first to
tackle the assignment which required them to
select a song from a Broadway show and
choreograph a one-minute segment. After the
completion of the assignment Ann will meet with
each choreographer individually to evaluate her
performance.

Kate Bowling does some fine tuning with Broadway

|azz student, Madeline Wadley.

Kate Bﬂwllng leads
a group in"lf They
Could See Me Now"
from the Broadway
musical, Sweet Charity.

Kate choreographed
the piece as part of
an assignment for

Ann McCroskey's
Broadway |azz class.

(first row I to r)
Natalie Caruso
Courtney Schmitt
Larkin Reilly
(second row Ito r)
Ally Garton
Shelly Bushman

Ally Smith is a member of the Miller Marley
Competition Team and the Entertainers. When
she heard about the assignment it was a
foregone conclusion that she would pick a
number from the musical, CATS. Ever since she
was four years old Ally has had a fascination with
the musical and even had the opportunity to see
the show on Broadway. She chose “Macavity the
Mystery Cat” for her piece.

Ally explained that she “envisioned the dancers
being very much cats” and wanted the female
cat’s movements to reflect their love/hate
relationship with Macavity. These are spunky,
sultry junk yard cats with very distinct feline
personalities. Ally gave each dancer a solo in
which each cat struts her stuff and added, "'l love
girl power dances and this dance is true girl
power.

Kate Bowling is a member of the Miller Marley
Competition Team, the Youth Ballet Company
and the Entertainers. Kate chose “|f They Could
See Me Now" from the musical Sweet Charity.
Kate said,“| wanted an upbeat song and this was
perfect” Commenting on the experience Kate
said, “| love that Ann is letting us experience
something we might be doing later on in life. |
really feel that it is a very important part of our
dance education.”

Broadway Jazz student, 12 year-old Larkin Reilly,
is a member of the Miller Marley Competition
Team and the Entertainers. A week after Ann
announced the assignment, Larkin was selected
to choreograph Bye Bye Birdie for a high school in
her hometown of Leavenworth, KS.

When asked if she was intimidated by the fact

that she is only 12 years old and was in charge of

a group of high school students, Larkin
nonchalantly replied, “Oh no. Not at all,” and
added that the kids were very respectful and
great to work with,

Ann said,“This is awesome because it proved my
point. Miller Marley dancers are definitely
noticed for their leadership and dancing abiity.”

Ann credits mentors Shirley Marley (studio
owner) and Sharon Wiber (former
choreographer at Ann's alma mater, Shawnee
Mission South High School) for her inspiration to
become a choreographer. “Growing up | was
Shirley Marley’s assistant for many of her classes.
That's where | learned how to teach, which is a
very important skill for choreographers.”

Broadway |azz
student,

Ally Smith,
choreographed
her piece to
“Macavity the
Mystery Cat”
from her
favorite
Broadway

musical, CATS.

During her sophmore year Ann worked as an
assistant to Sharon Wiber for Shawnee Mission
South’s production of Kiss Me Kate. Ann went on
to say, “That summer | choreographed my first
show at Theatre in the Park.| was only 16 years
old. | know it's because Shirley Marley and
Sharon Wiber took the time to work with me. |
want to do this for my students.”

Become a friend of Miller-Marley School of Dance and Voice. Receive up to the minute studio
news and important information. Browse the photo gallery and enjoy networking with friends.
A link to our Facebook page can be found on our website at www.millermarley.com
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i Clara’s Dream
The Miller Mariey Youth Ballet Presents

e Clara’s Dream o

\ ’_« and a Holiday Musical Revue with the Proceeds to benefit
Miller Marley Performance Companies flying apparatus

for the MMYB

Spring Ballet,

Saturday and Sunday December 3rd and 4th Peter Pan

Performances at 2pm & 7pm each day

b4 Blue Valley North High School Special
Group Discount for
Girl Scout Groups

Tickets for General Admission - $10

Photo - Chloie Costello
(Governess / Clara’s Dream)
Costume Design

by Elaine Biggs

Photo Courtesy of

Kevin Smith

Miller Marley Show Biz Performers and

Miller Mariey Students Shine in TiniTainers Participate in Charlty Drive

Local Professional Theater
Holiday Productions

A CHRISTMAS CAROL

A VERY SPECTACULAR CHRISTMAS

A VERY ACCIDENTAL HOLIDAY

Recently, the Miller Marley TiniTainers and Show Biz Performers gathered
at the home of Kaitlin and Kara Mack for a Packing Party to benefit
Operation Christmas Child. The children wrapped 20 gifts that will be
donated to the organization on behalf of the two performance
companies. (first row | to r) Lela Pereira, Lily Canet, Riley Cornell,
Ashley Thomas, Grace Heinrichs (second row | to r) Regan Howard,
Emerson Pereira, Kara Mack, Kaitlin Mack, Molly Thomas,

Caroline Sorcher

SEUSSICAL THE MUSICAL

10448 Mastin Overland Park, KS 66212 - 913-492-0004
e-mail: info@millermarley.com website: www.millermarley.com




